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It Was Fun to Be a Stage Mom. Until the
Day It Wasn’t

By Jonna Jerome
April 28, 2021

You may have seen my son on screen—including, once, in a scene | wish hadn’t happened, at least at

the time.
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When a friend suggested | get my toddler into acting and commercials, | never dreamed we would
still be at it years later. Bullies and hormones have made school challenging for my reserved son, but
acting has provided an outlet for him and bolstered his confidence. | continue to support the

endeavor, even though | spend a heck of lot of time driving him around.

My son was just having fun, and | felt | had a handle on it—until he was called to audition for an
anonymous pop star’s music video. It had been a long dry spell, so when the call came that he got

the job, he was ecstatic.

| asked to see scene breakdowns or a storyboard, to no avail. | had two choices: Decline and take
my son home, or stay and monitor the situation as best | could. Usually a backup child is available
when working with young actors, but my son was the only minor on set. | knew if we left, he would

likely be released from his agency and risk not being hired again.

“Don’t worry mom,”’ he said. “It’ll be fine.”

As the day wore on and on, | realized he was in no imminent danger of being scarred for life. His
segment was shot separately, and he was told to focus on a guy in a red T-shirt. There was no

interaction with the pop star.

It was an impressive set, complete with the director perched atop a huge crane yelling, “Action!” We
enjoyed catered food, a private tutor, and my son even learned to juggle between takes. We left
that night not much wealthier monetarily, but richer for having had a positive experience—or so |

thought.
Then the video came out.

It was a mother’s worst nightmare, and it was all over YouTube. What appears to millions of people
is that my then-12-year-old son is being flashed by the female singer. My inner stage mom burst
into tears, and | called my husband. He struggled to put a positive spin on it. “Well, when we show

this clip at his wedding someday, we'll all have a good laugh.”
| hung up on him and called the agency.

Their response to my distress was, “It will make him the coolest kid in middle school.” That so

irritated me because it was true.

My son’s street cred soared, but mine suffered serious damage. | had many painful conversations
with curious parents explaining what had actually transpired and how it all came about. Ironically,

their kids watching the video saw far more than we did on set.

Ultimately, | managed to use the situation to broach otherwise seriously awkward topics with my
son. | was able to check in with him about what he was watching when he thought | wasn'’t

watching, the music he was listening to, and puberty-related issues.

While this train wreck somehow turned out to be a win, | knew | had to make
some changes.

We signed with a new agency, one that understood my concerns and confirmed we would never be
asked to commit to an audition or job prior to having a script, storyboard, or compensation
information. True to their word, they sent over a scene for my son in a major studio film with a
warning it contained some pretty raw language. | read the entire script and decided to ask my son
how he felt about swearing in a feature film. | must have done something right, because he said he

was not comfortable with it. While the agency likely wasn'’t as ecstatic as | was, they took the news

with good grace.

| still cringe when | view this infamous video, but | learned from the experience and it has guided my
parenting decisions, on and off the stage. Before having first hand experience in the industry, |
believed “stage mom” meant parents pushing their children to succeed at any cost. But there are
those of us stage moms who just want to be involved parents, and ensure other people don’t put
our children in situations they are not ready for. There will be situations in life that we don’t
anticipate and can’t control. But just like other parents, I'm doing my best to watch out for my son,

protect him from what | can, and help him make it through when things don'’t go as planned.

Jonna Jerome

Jonna Jerome is a digital content writer, writing tales based on life experiences and observations. She has
three kids, a husband, a dog, and an obese cat - along with a tiny graveyard of fish in the back yard. The
flowers grow beautifully there. Jonna can be found at janglery.com, weaving tales of love and loss; and musing
why the internet goes down when the toilet is flushed - or writing masterful digital campaigns

at wordswerk.com.

RELATED ARTICLES

A
......

Returning a Purchase: How to Make  “Mom, I'm Bored!” 100 Activities 34 Surprising Things Your Teen Can Teenager Slang — Guidebook with
a Return In Person and Online Antsy Teens Can Do Without Do When They Turn the Big 18! Key Meanings
Screens

GET YTM IN YOUR INBOX!

Receive our weekly newsletter with the latest articles, media, and
resources.

& kate@example.com

Middle School Technology

High School Sports

College & Admissions Stuff We Love
Social Life & Dating Contact
Health & Sexuality Ask The Expert

Family Life Parenting Mini Courses



https://yourteenmag.com/sign-up-for-our-newsletter/
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/communication/stage-mom-lessons#
https://yourteenmag.com/
https://yourteenmag.com/about
https://www.ytmparentingcourses.com/parenting-mini-courses
https://www.ytmparentingcourses.com/college-summit
https://yourteenmag.com/teenager-school/teenager-middle-school
https://yourteenmag.com/teenager-school/teens-high-school
https://yourteenmag.com/teens-college
https://yourteenmag.com/social-life
https://yourteenmag.com/health
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life
https://yourteenmag.com/technology
https://yourteenmag.com/sports
https://yourteenmag.com/stuff-we-love
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/discipline/making-mistakes-as-a-parent
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/discipline/the-mistakes-parents-make
https://yourteenmag.com/teenager-school/teens-high-school/teen-needs-tutor
https://yourteenmag.com/health/teen-sexuality/giving-the-talk-to-my-sons
https://janglery.com/
https://wordswerk.com/
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/communication/returning-a-purchase
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/communication/100-things-teenagers-can-do-without-screens
https://yourteenmag.com/health/what-can-you-do-when-youre-18
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/communication/teen-jargon
https://www.facebook.com/YourTeen
https://twitter.com/yourteenmag
https://www.instagram.com/yourteenmag/
https://www.pinterest.com/yourteenmag/
https://youtube.com/yourteenmag
https://podcasts.apple.com/podcast/id742654046?mt=2&ls=1
https://yourteenmag.com/teenager-school/teenager-middle-school
https://yourteenmag.com/teenager-school/teens-high-school
https://yourteenmag.com/teens-college
https://yourteenmag.com/social-life
https://yourteenmag.com/health
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life
https://yourteenmag.com/technology
https://yourteenmag.com/sports
https://yourteenmag.com/stuff-we-love
https://yourteenmag.com/contact
https://yourteenmag.com/ask-the-expert
https://yourteen.mykajabi.com/store
https://yourteenmag.com/privacy-policy
https://yourteenmag.com/disclaimer
https://yourteenmag.com/about
https://yourteenmag.com/advertise
https://yourteenmag.com/about/write-for-ytm
https://yourteenmag.com/contact

